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Celebrate Christmas at Kirkwood!

Christmas at Kirkwood
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Book Club
Women’s Bible Study
Support Group on Aging
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WEBS
Adult CE
Children’s Updates
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Sunday, December 2
Celebration of Holy Communion
First Sunday of Advent
Rev. Dr. Saul Cardona

Kids Helping Kids
S.O.M.E.
The Giving Tree
ECHO
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Sunday, December 9
Second Sunday of Advent
Rev. Mark Armstrong

Christmas Joy Offering
Concert from Kirkwood
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Birthdays
Anniversaries
Prayer Requests
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Advent Worship Schedule

Sunday, December 16
Third Sunday of Advent
Children’s Christmas Program:
My Christmas Essay
Sunday, December 23
Christmas Joy Offering Received
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Rev. Lloyd Kinzer
Monday, December 24
Candlelight Worship (7:00 pm)
Christmas Eve
Pat Futato
Sunday, December 30
First Sunday after Christmas
Rev. Dr. Saul Cardona

Join your Kirkwood family as we celebrate Christmas Eve
on Monday, December 24 at 7:00 pm.
We will have a service of lessons and carols with
Communion, a very special Children’s Message, and a
candlelight singing of Silent Night.

Fellowship
Presbyterian Women’s Bible Study

Book Club
Come join us on Monday, December 10 at 7:30pm in
the Kirkwood Conference Room for a discussion about
The Fall Guy by James Lasdun.
It is summer, 2012.
Charlie, a wealthy
banker with an uneasy
conscience, invites his
troubled cousin
Matthew to visit him
and his wife in their
idyllic mountaintop
house. As the days grow
hotter, the friendship
between the three begins
to reveal its fault lines, and with the arrival of a fourth
character, the household finds itself suddenly in the
grip of uncontrollable passions.

The Thursday morning Women’s Bible Study began a new
year of learning in September as we met to discuss this
year’s Horizon’s Bible Study, God’s Promise - I Am With
You. Written by Pastor Amy Poling Sutherlun, the study
approaches God’s promise to be with us in good times and
bad, and to never forsake us, through examples in the Old
and New Testament.

Join us again on Monday, January 14 as we discuss
Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and
the Birth of the FBI by David Grann.

The Women’s Bible Study regularly meets on the third
Thursday of each month at 10:30 am in the Conference
Room. Our next meeting will be Thursday, December
20. Although we do not have a permanent facilitator, we
will be using a DVD which summarizes each lesson
followed by an open discussion. We welcome one and all.

The book investigates a
series of murders of
wealthy Osage
people that took place
in Osage County,
Oklahoma in the early
1920s—after big oil
deposits were
discovered beneath their
land. Officially, the
count of the murdered
full-blood wealthy Osage native Americans reaches at
least 20, but Grann suspects that hundreds more may
have been killed because of their ties to oil. The book
reports cattleman William Hale as the mastermind
standing behind the murders and presents detailed
evidence.

Support Group on Aging
The Support Group on Aging will meet on Thursday,
December 6 at 1:00 pm. The purpose of the support
group is to offer support and education to seniors, those
caring for the elderly, and others interested in the subject.
The group facilitator is Rev. Dr. Saul Cardona who has
extensive experience in working with the elderly and has
specialized education in dealing with elderly issues and
their families. Invite a friend or neighbor!

All are welcome! Please contact Pam Johnson at 703906-9035 for more information. Our next meeting will
be Monday, February 11. We will be discussing
Anything is Possible by Elizabeth Strout.
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Wednesday Evening Bible Study (WEBS)
Join us for WEBS in the conference room on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm. We
are reading and discussing The Good and Beautiful Life - Putting on the Character
of Christ by James Bryan Smith.
"I have never met a person whose goal it was to ruin his or her life. We all want to
be happy and we want it all the time"… so begins James Bryan Smith in The Good
and Beautiful Life. The problem is, he tells us, we have bought into false notions of
happiness and success. These self-centered decisions lead us further into the vices
that cause ruin: anger, lust, lying, worry, and judging. Eventually, we find ourselves
living a beautifully packaged life of self-destruction.
Following the Sermon on the Mount, this follow-up to The Good and Beautiful God
guides us to look behind these character flaws and to replace our false beliefs with
Jesus' narratives about life in the kingdom of God.
All are welcome to join us! Contact Doug Amon (DLA100@aol.com) for more
information.

Adult Christian Education
"Walking into Advent can be like walking through the wardrobe."
The Adult Christian Education class is studying Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis.
In the classic Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis, the most important writer of the 20th century,
explores the common ground upon which all of those of Christian faith stand together. Bringing
together Lewis’ legendary broadcast talks during World War Two from his three previous
books The Case for Christianity, Christian Behavior, and Beyond Personality, Mere
Christianity provides an unequaled opportunity for believers and nonbelievers alike to hear this
powerful apologetic for the Christian faith.

Join us on Sunday mornings at 9:45am in the Kirkwood Conference Room. All are
welcome!

Kirkwood’s Kids Rock!
The children in our Kids Rock program recently decorated all of the boxes pictured below for the church’s annual
Thanksgiving basket delivery to those in need.
The children have also been busy preparing for a special Christmas program during worship on Sunday, December 16.
They will be presenting My Christmas Essay which is a little twist on our normal Nativity play. See Merissa Larson for
more information.
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Kids Helping Kids
All kids of Kirkwood, get ready to help assemble
weekend food packs for hungry students at Newington
Forest Elementary after service in the Fellowship Hall on
Sunday, December 9 and Sunday, January
20. Donations of boxed mac & cheese, ramen noodles,
instant oatmeal, canned chicken or tuna, cheese and
crackers, and granola bars are always welcome. Bring
your items with you to the Fellowship Hall or place them
in the ECHO box labeled Kids Helping Kids.

S.O.M.E. Sandwich Making

This month’s making of sandwiches to feed the homeless
will be in Fellowship Hall immediately after worship
service on Sunday, December 9 and Sunday, January
20. Donations of bologna and sliced cheese are welcome
and should be placed in the kitchen refrigerator. Please
come and join others who are giving of their time to
relieve hunger in our metropolitan area. This mission
project is scheduled each month and takes only 30 to 45
minutes to complete.

ECHO Collection

The Giving Tree
The Giving Tree is in our Narthex to help children of families who are
clients of ECHO.
You can help by donating new, unwrapped toys, games and clothing. Items
that are popular for younger children are Barbie doll clothing, baby dolls
and accessories, activity books, electronic toys, and track car sets.
Items for young teens include sports
logo shirts, quality headphones,
books for 10-14 year-olds, hoodies or
polar fleece jackets for girls or boys,
sizes 14, 16, adult small and medium.
These items must not be wrapped.
Please drop items off at the Church
no later than Sunday, December 9
so we can deliver to ECHO.

4

Upcoming Sunday food collection for
ECHO will be on Sunday, December 2
and Sunday, January 6. As you
prepare your list for grocery shopping,
please remember to pick up a few items
for ECHO to give to the hungry in our
community. The ECHO box will be
waiting for your contributions at the
entrance to the sanctuary. Most urgent
food item needs can be found at

www.echo-inc.org

Christmas Joy Offering

“Every generous act of giving… is from above.” James 1:17
The Christmas Joy Offering, a Presbyterian tradition since the 1930’s, celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ, the truly
“perfect gift,” as well as the gifts of church leaders – past, present and future. Through the work of the Christmas Joy
Offering, we seek the living of this truth: that God’s generosity is the source, the support and the outcome of our own.
We give because God has freely given. We give to support the needs of our church leaders.
This year Kirkwood will celebrate the Christmas Joy Offering on Sunday, December 23. The Christmas Joy Offering is
one of four special offerings for the Presbyterian Church (USA). Gifts contributed to this offering provide financial
support and grants for current and retired Presbyterian Church workers and support leadership and education at
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges. What does this look like?

•
•
•

•

$1.1 million of gifts from 2017 are being used to provide critical financial support and grants for current and retired
Presbyterian church workers in their time of need.
Supplements from the Board of Pensions (BOP) helped more than 255 households remain in their homes, afford
assisted living, or long-term care.
Income supplements from the
BOP helped nearly 312
households, assisting retired
church workers and surviving
spouses with the means to
provide for themselves.
Shared and Emergency Grants
from the BOP helped more than
362 households facing times of
great financial need or
uncertainty due to unforeseen
circumstances.

If you have any questions, please
contact Kristin Arnold, the Mission
Elder.

Concert from Kirkwood: Classical FX
We will get Christmas week off to a rousing start on Saturday, December 22 at 3:00 pm as vocal quartet Classical FX
returns as one of our Christmas favorites with a new and festive program for the whole family. What better way to start
the week than with a scintillating family program with some of our favorite artists?
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KIRKWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
8336 Carrleigh Parkway
Springfield, VA 22152
office.manager@kirkwoodpres.com
www.kirkwoodpres.com
703-451-5320

December
1
10
10
12
16
17
19
20
21
23
26
26
31
31
31

Director of Music: Christopher Smith
Organist/Accompanist: Hongju Lee
Office Manager: Anne Myers
Treasurer: James Lister

Cecilia Wu
Jean Larson
Mark Wessman
Sylvia Kelty
John Webster
John Wherry
Lynn Gearhart
Claire Runger
Susanna Campbell
Keith Harding
Jo Anne Collins
Jim Heidenreich
Lars Larson
Andrew Furth
Lexy Hickey

Special Concerns:
• Dustin & Sherri Ellington and family, mission
workers in Zambia
• The Mirabella family, mission workers in Japan
Health & Personal Concerns:
Bob Hemm
Jean Hemm
Bob Flory
Dick Pape
Joan Reynolds
Dani Schwalb
Chris Allen-Shinn
Dick Glymph, father of Amy Jennette
Peter Scott, father of Hannah Scott
Hez Spinner, brother-in-law of Clydette Lobred

December
4
4
8
11
18
19
20
24
26
26

Art & Dani Schwalb
Elizabeth & Jess Moose
Jim & Susan Lister
Bob & Maggie Snyder
Saul & Aida Cardona
Erik & Becca Larson
Sam & Kristen Snyder-Jones
Dave & Pat Johnson
Cliff & Jo Anne Collins
Kristen & Peter Scott

Please email Denise Gulley
(denise.gulley@gmail.com) with Prayer Ring
requests and also if you would like to update, add or
remove your email address.

The church office will be closed on the following days:
Thursday, December 13
Monday, December 24 (Christmas Eve)
Tuesday, December 25 (Christmas Day)
Monday, December 31 (New Years Eve)
Tuesday, January 1 (New Years Day)
Monday, January 21 (MLK Jr Day)
Monday, January 21 is the deadline for articles and/or photos
to be included in the February Lamplighter.
Please send content to Anne at office.manager@kirkwoodpres.com
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