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From the Pastor…
Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent, falls on March 6 this year, and we will be
commemorating the day with a worship service here at Kirkwood at 7:30 pm.
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Lent is a 40-day period that hearkens back to Jesus’ 40 days of fasting and temptation
in the wilderness in preparation for his earthly ministry. It also calls to mind other 40day and 40-year Bible references – like Moses’ 40 days on Mount Sinai and the
Israelites’ 40 years of desert wandering.
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Lent lasts from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday, but if you count the days, you’ll
see that it doesn’t quite add up. This is because the Sundays in Lent are set aside as
days to celebrate the Lord’s resurrection.
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It should be noted that different Christian traditions have varying ways of delineating
Lent – for example, some consider the beginning of Lent to be the Sunday after Ash
Wednesday. There is no “right way” – Lent is not a Biblical mandate, but rather a
Christian tradition.
Ash Wednesday takes its name from the imposition of ashes where a cross of ashes is
placed on one’s forehead as a symbol of mortality. As our Presbyterian Mission
Agency explains, “…at the beginning of Lent, we are reminded that our possessions,
our rulers, our empires, our projects, our families and even our lives do not last
forever. ‘You are dust, and to dust you shall return’ (Genesis 3:19),” (Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) website, “The Season of Lent.”)
While the somber reflections of Ash Wednesday remind us of our human limitations,
they also remind us of God’s infinite loving care. We begin to be freed once again
from self-reliance and are reminded that while we are weak and sinful, God is strong
and forgiving. We are invited once again to embrace the renewing power of God’s
Spirit.
There is hope and joy in the Lenten journey that starts on Ash Wednesday, as
described here:
It is the power of the resurrection on the horizon ahead that draws us
into repentance toward the cross and tomb. Through the intervention
of God’s gracious resurrection, lifelong changes in our values and
behavior become possible. By turning from the end of the “old self”
in us, Lenten repentance makes it possible for us to affirm joyfully,
“Death is no more!” and to aim toward the landscape of the new age.
Faithfully adhering to the Lenten journey of “prayer, fasting and
almsgiving” leads to the destination of Easter.

An excerpt from the
Companion to the Book of Common Worship (Geneva Press, 2003 110-111)
From the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) website, “The Season of Lent”

On Ash Wednesday, we’ll set out on the journey to the cross and resurrection
together here at Kirkwood. Mark your calendars and consider inviting a friend or
neighbor to join you!
- Pastor Susan

Support Group on Aging

Presbyterian Women’s Bible Study

Support Group on Aging invites people to attend our next
meeting on Thursday, March 7 at 1:00 pm in the Parlor.
The purpose of the group is to offer support and
education to those caring for the elderly and others
interested in the subject. The group facilitator is Rev. Dr.
Saul Cardona who has extensive experience in working
with the elderly and specialized education in dealing with
elderly issues and their families. All are welcome for one
or more meetings.

The Thursday morning Women’s Bible Study has been
discussing this year’s Horizon’s Bible Study, God’s
Promise - I Am With You. Written by Pastor Amy
Poling Sutherlun, the study approaches God’s promise to
be with us in good times and bad, and to never forsake
us, through examples in the Old and New Testament.

The Women’s Bible Study regularly meets on the third
Thursday of each month at 10:30 am in the Conference
Room. Our next meeting will be Thursday, March 21.
We will be using a DVD which summarizes each lesson
followed by an open discussion. We welcome one and
all. For more information, contact Sandy Webster at
sdw47tn@gmail.com

Book Club
Come join us Monday, March 11 at 7:30 pm in the Conference Room for a discussion of The Alice Network by
Kate Quinn. In an enthralling new historical novel from national bestselling author Kate Quinn, two women--a
female spy recruited to the real-life Alice Network in France during World War I and an unconventional American
socialite searching for her cousin in 1947--are brought together in a mesmerizing story of courage and redemption.
The next meeting will be Monday, April 15 when we’ll be discussing The Martian by Andy Weir.
All are welcome! Please contact Pam Johnson with questions at 703-906-9035.
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Wednesday Evening Bible Study (WEBS)
WEBS meets every Wednesday evening in the conference room
at 7:30 pm and concludes by 9:00 pm. We will be reading and
discussing Leap over a Wall by Eugene Peterson.
Leap Over a Wall is Eugene H. Peterson’s vibrant, insightful,
and heartfelt exploration of one of the Bible’s most controversial
figures: King David. Peterson beautifully elucidates the Old
Testament’s rich depictions of David's failures and victories,
recapturing their excitement and immediacy to reveal David
himself as a crucially human example of how we relate to God.
A vision brought to life by one of the world’s most respected and
influential theologians, the author of The Pastor, The Jesus Way,
Practice Resurrection, and The Message—a bestselling
contemporary translation of the Bible—Leap Over a Wall is a
unique opportunity to reconnect with David, a man
simultaneously admirable, soulful, and dark, and one of the most
complex and vital characters of the greatest story ever written.
You can purchase your own book or contact Doug Amon at
DLA100@aol.com to order it for you ($12 plus shipping).

Adult Christian Education
Join us beginning Sunday, March 10, at 9:45 AM when the
adult Christian Education class will begin a 6-week study
based on the book Forgiveness: A Lenten Study, by
Presbyterian minister and renowned authority on Christian
spiritual practice, Marjorie J. Thompson.
In the first chapter, she writes: “The Christian faith is
indelibly marked by the invitation to receive, and the
imperative to offer, forgiveness. Forgiveness is the fountain
from which new life flows in a wounded, strife-weary world.
It can be reasonably argued that the idea of forgiveness is
more central and distinctive to Christianity than to any other
religion, although most great faith traditions give at least
some weight to it.”
Lent is a time for personal examination and reflection on our
Christian journey, which makes it an appropriate opportunity
to deepen our understanding and practice of forgiveness.
The aim of this study is threefold:
(1)
to listen to a variety of voices, including our own;
(2)
to discern some complexities of the subject and
then to claim our own biblically and
theologically informed stance; and, perhaps
most importantly,
(3)
to begin a few practices that will help us develop a
mind and heart oriented toward forgiveness.
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Kids Helping Kids
All kids of Kirkwood, get ready to help assemble
weekend food packs for hungry students at Newington
Forest Elementary after service in the Fellowship Hall
on Sunday, March 17. Donations of boxed mac &
cheese, ramen noodles, instant oatmeal, canned chicken
or tuna, cheese and crackers, and granola bars are
always welcome. Bring your items with you to the
Fellowship Hall.

S.O.M.E. Sandwich Making
Every third Sunday, after worship service, the Fellowship
Hall is busy with adults and children devoting their time
to feeding the hungry.

This month’s making of sandwiches to feed the homeless
will be in Fellowship Hall immediately after worship
service on Sunday, March 17. Donations of bologna and
sliced cheese are welcome and should be placed in the
kitchen refrigerator. Please come and join others who are
giving of their time to relieve hunger in our metropolitan
area.

2019 Presbyterian Church Assessment
Being a connectional church is vital to all our
congregations as we seek to do mission and ministry
together.
Each year the Presbytery along with the General
Assembly look to each active member to contribute to the
faithful ministry of all Presbyterians through the annual
Per-Capita Assessment.
This year’s assessment for each active member is
$42. In your offering envelope box you will find a
designated envelope available for your gift to our
Presbytery.
The Session is grateful for your willingness to make an
additional contribution which supports not only Kirkwood
Presbyterian but which blesses our entire ministry and
mission together as Presbyterians.
Please make your gift of $42 payable to Kirkwood
Presbyterian Church. If you do not use offering
envelopes, please note “member assessment” in the memo
section. Thank you!
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ECHO’s 50th Birthday Party
The Ecumenical Community for Helping Others (ECHO) celebrated its 50th birthday with cake, tours, and a kind of family
reunion as volunteers from over the years gathered at ECHO for the celebration on Monday, February 18.
Kirkwood is one of the nine original charter member organizations along with Grace Presbyterian, Prince of Peace Lutheran,
St. Bernadette’s Catholic, St. Christopher’s Episcopal, St. John’s Methodist, St. Mark’s Lutheran, Springfield United
Methodist, and Westwood Baptist.

ECHO Representative John Wherry,
Mission Elder Kristin Arnold, and
Interim Pastor Susan Wilder
represented Kirkwood at the
celebration.

Rev. Susan Wilder offered thanks and
remarks on behalf of Kirkwood.

Photos by John Wherry

ECHO Collection
Please remember to "Bring a Can of Food to Church for
ECHO" each Sunday for our Springfield and Burke
neighbors who need help feeding their families!
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Susan and Kristin in front of the
meticulously well organized shelves at
ECHO. Dr. Robert D. Whitten, Pastor
Emeritus of Westwood Baptist Church,
who was instrumental in founding
ECHO is in the background.

Concerts from Kirkwood Features Portuguese Duo
On Saturday, March 23, 2019 at 3:00 PM Concerts from Kirkwood will continue its 2018
– 2019 season with a concert featuring Fernando and Luis Costa, an acclaimed piano/
cello duo from Portugal. The Costa twins perform world-wide and have received many
accolades for their artistry and technical excellence. Their appearance with Concerts
from Kirkwood comes as part of their planned U.S. tour. The concert will feature music
by Robert and Clara Shumann and Johannes Brahms.
Concerts from Kirkwood is an outreach ministry of Kirkwood Presbyterian Church. The
concerts are presented as a gift to the community free of charge, although voluntary
donations are appreciated and used entirely to support the series.
The concert will be presented at 3:00 PM in the church sanctuary of Kirkwood
Presbyterian Church, 8336 Carrleigh Parkway, Spring ield, Virginia, near the intersection
of Old Keene Mill Road and Rolling Road in West Spring ield.
For more information: email concerts@kirkwoodpres.com, visit
www.kirkwoodpres.com, or call the church of ice at 703-451-5320.

Fernando (le ) and Luis Costa
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News of National Capital Presbytery
The National Capital Presbytery met on January 22, 2019 at National Presbyterian Church. During the
meeting, National Capital Presbytery, led by Moderator Rev. Dr. Quinn Fox and Vice-Moderator Miriam
Dewhurst:

• Gathered around the theme “Spiritual Formation.”
• Listened to anthems sung by the National Presbyterian School Children’s Chorus.
• Approved Arlington Presbyterian Church’s relocation to the site of their original property on Columbia
Pike.

• Granted an exception to the six-year term limit for deacons to Faith Presbyterian Church.
• Approved six proposed Amendments to the Book of Order.
• Approved creation of an Administrative Commission for Riverdale Presbyterian Church, with members
to be appointed by the Moderator.

• Watched a Mission Video on Resourcing Congregations—via NCP’s Church Development and

Transformation teams, the Mission Coordinating Committee, and the Spiritual Formation Team.

• Worshipped with John 15:1-11 presented by Rev. Casey FitzGerald and a sermon, The Graph and the
Graft, from Rev. Becca Messman.

• Engaged in table discussion around three storytelling prompts that are found in NEXT Church’s work,
Cultivated Ministry: Bearing Fruit through Theology, Accountability, Learning, and Storytelling.

• Appreciated the music supplied by Billy Kluttz, evening worship leader, Immanuel PC.
Peace and blessings,
Sara
Sara M. Coe
Stated Clerk
National Capital Presbytery
scoe@thepresbytery.org
240-514-5352
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Kirkwood Presbyterian Church
8336 Carrleigh Pkwy, Springfield, VA 22152
www.kirkwoodpres.com
703-451-5320
Rev. Susan P. Wilder, Interim Pastor
pastor@kirkwoodpres.com
Director of Music: Christopher Smith
Organist/Accompanist: Hongju Lee
Office Manager: Anne Myers
Treasurer: James Lister
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Chris Furth
Peggy Costello
Peter Scott, Jr
Joy Groettum
Sam Jones
Art Schwalb
Kyle Larson
Benjamin Yancey
Joan Reynolds
Ardyss Wherry
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Sylvia & Pete Kelty
Patrick & Julia Lent

Sorrows:
We extend our deepest expression of Christian love and
sympathy to the family of Bob Flory. Cards may be sent
to Sue Flory at 6005 Roxbury Ave, Springfield, VA
22152.
Special Concerns:
Dustin & Sherri Ellington and family, mission
workers in Zambia
LTJG Will Campbell,
deployed with the U.S. Navy
The Mirabella family, mission workers in Japan
Health & Personal Concerns:
Bob Hemm
Jean Hemm
Dick Pape
Joan Reynolds
Dani Schwalb
Chris Allen-Shinn
Peter Scott, father of Hannah Scott
Hez Spinner, brother-in-law of Clydette Lobred
Jason Greenawalt & Kelly Sillitti, friends of Dan Larson
Please email Denise Gulley (denise.gulley@gmail.com)
with Prayer Ring requests and also if you would like to
update, add, or remove your email address.

Andrew Snyder Jones was born on
Tuesday, February 12. He is the
brother of William, son of Kristin
and Sam Jones, and grandson of
Maggie and Bob Snyder.

Monday, March 18 is the deadline for articles and/or photos to be included in the
April Lamplighter. Please send content to Anne at office.manager@kirkwoodpres.com
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