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Agnus Dei (The Lamb of God) by Francisco de Zurbarán (1598-1664)

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
~ Isaiah 53:7

“Kirkwood Presbyterian Church is a joyful community of faith
—seeking, serving, and sharing Jesus Christ.”
Kirkwood’s Mission Statement

OCTOBER 17, 2021

11:00 AM

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SILENT REFLECTION
To ambition and vanity, Mark adds dramatic irony.
Jesus has just foretold his coming condemnation, humiliation and death,
but James and John are still dreaming of power and position.

Not anticipating that Jesus will soon be on the cross, with a criminal on either side,
they ask to be seated at his right and left in his coming glory.

As Jesus tells them, they literally do not know what they are asking.
~ James J. Thompson +

WE GATHER TOGETHER
PRELUDE

Woodland Peace
Edward Grieg / David Paxton

TOLLING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTROIT

God is Our Refuge and Our Strength
Este’s Psalmes harm. George Kirbye

CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:

~ Psalm 91

The LORD is our refuge and our fortress.
The Most High God is our shelter.
When evil threatens us, we don’t need to be afraid.
Our God is faithful and will protect us.
When we call out, the LORD God will answer us.
Praise the LORD!

GATHERING PRAYER (UNISON)
Almighty God, we are here today to worship you and to praise your name. We thank you for loving
us, and for providing everything we need to be happy and healthy. Most of all, we thank you for
sending your only son, our Lord Jesus, to save us from our sins. Help us to learn from him that true
leadership means putting the needs of other people ahead of our own. Teach us the joy of serving
others as Jesus did. In his name we pray. Amen.

HYMN

WE PREPARE FOR THE WORD
CALL TO CONFESSION

~ Isaiah 53:6

The prophet Isaiah reminds us that we are all like sheep who have gone astray, each following our own
wayward path. Trusting in God’s grace, let us with confidence confess our sins before God and one
another. Let us pray:
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (UNISON)
Holy God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed; both by what we
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have the example of our Lord Jesus, but we’re not
very good about following it. Like his disciples, we tend to miss the point. He taught that the last will
be first and the first will be last, and that true greatness is found in servanthood, but we sometimes get
so caught up in our own priorities that we forget to pay enough attention to the needs of others.
(time of silence for personal prayers of confession)
Forgive us, Lord, and teach us the joy of humility, obedience and service. By the power of your Holy
Spirit, guide us into paths of righteousness, and help us in our daily lives to show forth the joy we have
gained by following Jesus. In his name we pray. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
One:
All:

~ Psalm 91:14-16

Hear now God’s promise through the words of the Psalmist: Those who love me, I will
deliver. When they call to me, I will answer. I will be with them in trouble, I will rescue
them and honor them, and I will show them my salvation. Friends, believe the good news:
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen!

WE PASS THE PEACE OF CHRIST
Leader:
People:

The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE ‡
OFFERING & PRAYER OF DEDICATION
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

WE HEAR THE WORD
MUSICAL OFFERING

My Lord! What a Morning

TEXT: African American spiritual; MUSIC: African American spiritual;
arr. Melva Wilson Costen, 1989; Music Arr. © 1989 Melva W. Costen
Permission to reprint, podcast, and /or stream the music in this service
obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-732212. All rights reserved.

THE OLD TESTAMENT

Isaiah 53:4-12

THE GOSPEL

Mark 10:35-45

SERMON

Will They Never Learn?

Pat Futato

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
In life and in death we belong to God.
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
The love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel,
whom alone we worship and serve.
We trust in Jesus Christ,
fully human, fully God.
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God:
preaching good news to the poor
and release to the captives,
teaching by word and deed
and blessing the children,
healing the sick
and binding up the brokenhearted,
eating with outcasts,
forgiving sinners,
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition,
Jesus was crucified,
suffering the depths of human pain
and giving his life for the sins of the world.
God raised this Jesus from the dead,
vindicating his sinless life,
breaking the power of sin and evil,
delivering us from death to life eternal.
With believers in every time and place,
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.

~ from A Brief Statement of Faith

HYMN

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

The Way of the Lord
Franklin Ritter
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Joys & Concerns
This Week’s Birthdays:
Oct. 17 Blake Aronson
Oct. 18 Helen Keim
Special Concerns:
Dustin & Sherri Ellington and family,
mission workers in Zambia
The Mirabella family,
mission workers in Japan
Matt & Ansley Kynes and family,
medical missionaries in Kenya

Sorrows:
We extend our deepest expression of Christian love
and sympathy to the family of Millie Lane, who
passed away on October 11. Cards may be sent to
Cathy Lane at 6410 May Blvd, Alexandria, VA
22310.
Health & Personal Concerns:
Celia Barteau
Ron Cook
Jack Downing
Bob Hemm
Joan Reynolds
Claire Runger
Richard Benham and Christy Murray
Mike Taylor, brother of Ron Taylor
Harriet Johnson, mother of Nelson Johnson
Joyce Bower, sister of Doug Amon

Today’s Revised Common Lectionary Readings: Next Sunday’s Revised Common Lectionary Readings:
Isa. 53:4-12
Psalm 91:9-16
Heb. 5:1-10
Mark 10:35-45

Jer. 31:7-9
Psalm 126
Heb. 7:23-28
Mark 10:46-52
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