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It’s been said, “It takes a village to raise a child.” This well‐known African proverb
reminds us that we all need to take an ac ve role in raising our children as Christ’s
community here at Kirkwood. All of us promise to “guide and nurture” those who
are bap zed, “by word and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging them to know
and follow Christ…” We are truly blessed to have so many “li le ones” among us
and we have both the opportunity and responsibility to “bring them up” in Christ.
Jesus welcomed the li le children and in that spirit, I welcome you to join hearts
and hands with our dedicated teachers as our children’s Sunday School begins this
September. Below you can read all about what our teachers have planned to “guide
and nurture” those entrusted to our care. There are a variety of opportuni es to be
a teacher or helper, and to support this important me of learning. Sign up today!
Blessings, Pastor Larry

2017 – 2018 Sunday School Program
The new Sunday school program will begin on September 10 and run through the
end of May. We are excited to welcome the children back to class and meet new
friends or reconnect with ones we haven’t seen over the summer. This year we are
looking to oﬀer 4 classrooms that are age‐appropriate (3 yrs. to 6th grade) that will
lead to ac ve learning! Please see our class registra on sign‐up in the Narthex so
we can appropriately assign your child to the correct classroom. We ask that all
parents consider suppor ng our Sunday school program as this is a completely
volunteer opera on and we need many hands for a posi ve learning experience.
Please consider even if you can serve as a teacher’s helper in the classroom.
Kid’s Rock (Pre‐Worship 9:45 – 10:45)
Prior to the worship service, children are oﬀered an opportunity to explore and
learn about God’s word through fun and interac ve ac vi es. The lessons are
conducted through cra s, music, and games. Also during this me, we are looking
to poten ally oﬀer a children’s choir led by Mr. Christopher Smith.
Sunday School (During Worship 11:15 – 12:00)
For Sunday school, we u lize the me during the worship service as this allows us to
gain the greatest a endance for our classrooms. Each class is led by a team of
teachers who themselves are commi ed to learning and growing and sharing their
faith with the children. In Sunday School, children learn Bible stories as well as the
skills for naviga ng the Bible, but we know that for this to s ck, Sunday School must
be more than informa onal—it must also be transforma onal. We want the
children to know that they belong to God and to one another, and that they are
loved by their church family at Kirkwood.
Your Chris an Educa on Commi ee

Previews from the Pulpit
On Sunday, September 3, Pat Futato will be our guest worship leader as we conclude our 10 am Summer Worship
services. On Sunday, September 10, we will return to our 11 am worship time and celebrate Holy Communion as well
as “kick-off” our return to Sunday School for Children and Adults and welcome the choir and musicians as we begin
the Autumn season together.
Sunday, September 3
Pat Futato, Guest Worship Leader
13th Sunday after Pentecost
Final 10 am Summer Worship service
Exodus 3:1-15 Romans 12:9-21 Matthew 16:21-28
A Labor of Love
Sunday, September 10
Celebration of Holy Communion
14th Sunday after Pentecost
I Kings 3:5, 7, 9-12 Proverbs 4:1-9
Get Wisdom!
Sunday, September 17
15th Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 27
Matthew 5:21-28
He Huffed and He Puffed and He…—Choose Wisely!
Sunday, September 24
Ordination/Installation Service
16th Sunday after Pentecost
Matthew 18:15-20
2 Cor. 4:1-12
Humpty Dumpty Sat On A Wall—Lead Wisely!

Adult Christian Education
Sunday morning Adult Christian Education “kicks off” on September 10 at 9:45 am in the Conference Room. This
autumn we will begin with a class on Reading, Understanding, and Interpreting Scripture—Best Practices. Presbyterian
Eugene Peterson writes,
Every careful reader of the Bible is struck by how recurringly odd and
unaccommodating it is to what we are used to and expect. The Bible is “no easy read.”
We will be introduced to some of the tools of the trade such as: exegesis, hermeneutics, lectio divina, biblical criticism,
metanarrative, and other perhaps unfamiliar terms. But we will always be reminded as we do so that “The Bible is
simple enough that a child can understand it; deep enough that a scholar can drown in it.”
This class will seek a balanced approach to our sacred story to be faithful to our Reformed tradition in which Scripture is
understood to be “the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal.” We will explore
different ways of interpretation and recognize some of the inherent pitfalls in
each. The class will be dynamic in that we hope to address some of the most
pressing questions that arise as we try to be faithful to the fact that we not only
“read Scripture, but the Scripture reads us.” To quote Eugene Peterson again,
when we submit our lives to what we read in Scripture, we find that we are not
being led to see God in our stories but our stories in God’s. God is the larger
context and plot in which our stories find themselves.
Class discussions will be facilitated by Pastor Larry and Pat Futato.
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Fellowship
Book Club
Come join us on Monday, September 11 at 7:30 pm in the Kirkwood Conference Room for a discussion about
Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly.
Inspired by the life of a real World War II heroine, this debut novel reveals a story of
love, redemption, and secrets that were hidden for decades. New York socialite Caroline
Ferriday has her hands full with her post at the French consulate and a new love on the
horizon. But Caroline’s world is forever changed when Hitler’s army invades Poland in
September 1939—and then sets its sights on France.
Their stories cross continents—from New York to Paris, Germany, and Poland—as
Caroline and Kasia strive to bring justice to those whom history has forgotten.
Our next meeting will be on Monday, October 9. We’ll be reading The Woman in Cabin
10 by Ruth Ware.
All are welcome! Please contact Pam Johnson at 703-906-9035 for more information.

Book Club 2017-2018 Schedule
Dinner Club

September 11, 2017
Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly
October 9, 2017
The Woman in Cabin 10 by Ruth Ware
November 13, 2017
Language of Flowers by Vanessa Diffenbaugh
December 11, 2017
Hallelujah Anyway: Rediscovering Mercy by Anne Lamott
January 8, 2018
The Soul of an Octopus by Sy Montgomery
February 12, 2018
Beggars or Angels by Rosemary Tran Lauer & Scott Beller
March 12, 2018
The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd
April 9, 2018
Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance
May 14, 2018
A Piece of the World by Christina Baker Kline
June 11, 2018
The House of the Unexpected Sisters by Alexander McCall Smith
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The August Soiree of the Kirkwood Dinner
Club, hosted by Jean and Lars Larson on
August 5, was a huge success! Thanks to the
Larsons for hosting and for so many who
brought dishes to share. We’re looking for the
next gathering to be some time in October.
Remember, according to our informal
guidelines, the Dinner Club can meet at
someone’s house, go out to a restaurant, or
employ some other innovative venue or
technique to encourage fellowship. If you are
interested in facilitating the next gathering,
please contact Maggie Snyder at
mghsnyder@gmail.com.

Presbyterian Women’s Bible Study

Men’s Luncheon
All the Men of Kirkwood are invited to attend our next
Men’s Luncheon on Tuesday, September 19 at Bob
Evans in Springfield. We had eight fellas gather for
lunch at Milano’s in August, and the joy of welcoming
Dick Pape and his grandson Kyle. September’s
luncheon will continue our monthly opportunity for the
fellas to gather together to get better acquainted and
share common interests. Please feel welcome to invite a
friend to join us!
Look for a sign-up sheet in the Commons Area and
come out and enjoy some good food and fellowship
with one another. You may contact Pastor Larry for
further information at pastor@kirkwoodpres.com.

The Thursday morning Women’s Bible Study will begin a
new year of learning in September as we meet to discuss
this year’s Horizon’s Bible Study, Cloud of Witnesses: The
Community of Christ in Hebrews. Written by Presbyterian
Rev. Melissa Bane Sevier, Cloud of Witnesses explores the
often overlooked and unique Letter to the Hebrews which
is rich in theology and metaphor—such as “stone wall” and
“cloud.” Rich in Jewish history and symbolism, the nine
themes of Cloud of Witnesses delve into the deep sense of
community we have with Christ and one another.
If you need a book, or wish to volunteer as the hostess for
upcoming studies, please contact Joyce Nelson at
jkn4230@gmail.com. The Women’s Bible Study regularly
meets on the third Thursday of each month at 10:30 am in
the Parlor and is facilitated by Pastor Larry. Our first
gathering will be on Thursday morning, September 21 as
we begin our study with the Introduction, p. 5 and Lesson
One—Community With Jesus Christ, p 8-15. As always,
new members are welcome!

Ladies’ Luncheon
Kirkwood women and friends are invited to enjoy
fellowship and some delicious food at 12:00 noon on
Tuesday, September 19 at Madigan's Waterfront
Restaurant, 201 Mill Street, Occoquan.

Support Group on Aging
The Support Group on Aging will resume its monthly
meetings on September 7, the first Thursday, at 1:00 pm.
The purpose of the support group is to offer support and
education to seniors, those caring for the elderly, and others
interested in the subject. The group facilitator is Rev. Dr.
Saul Cardona who has extensive experience in working with
the elderly and has specialized education in dealing with
elderly issues and their families. Invite a friend or neighbor.
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A sign-up sheet can be found in the Commons Area.
Carpooling will be coordinated by Maggie Snyder at
571-594-0815.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study (WEBS)
Wednesday Evening Bible Study (WEBS) will start its next study on Wednesday, September 13. This fall we are
discussing The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism by Timothy Keller.
How could a loving God send people to hell? Why does he allow suffering? Can one religion be "right" and the others
"wrong?” Responding to the questions of open skeptics and ardent believers, Keller draws from literature, philosophy,
reason, and real-life conversations to explain how faith in a Christian God is a soundly rational belief.
Tim Keller is the founder and Senior Pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York
City. A graduate of Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary and Westminster Theological
Seminary, Keller is a highly regarded communicator, minister, and thinker.
He is the author of multiple New York Times bestsellers including The Reason for God, The
Prodigal God, and The Meaning of Marriage. Keller routinely presents well-reasoned and
compelling articulations of the gospel message, with strong appeal to educated professionals
living in urban contexts. Keller lives with his family in New York City.
Please contact Doug or Sara Amon at dla100@aol.com if you would like to order a book and
discussion guide. The book and discussion guide are $15.50 plus shipping and handling.
WEBS meets every Wednesday evening in the conference room at 7:30 pm and concludes by
9:00 pm.

Chancel Choir Season Kick-Off!

Thank You, Summer Musicians!

Thursday, September 7 from 7:30 to 9:00 pm, the
Chancel Choir will have its first rehearsal and start a new
season of great music.

We would like to recognize and thank all of the talented
singers and instrumentalists who shared their musical
talents with us during worship this summer. They
include:
• Jim Lister
• Bob Gisch
• Denise Gulley
• Hongju Lee
• Taeksun Oh
• Jinghua Pu
• Yvonne Taylor
• Mark Wessman
• Diana Sundsvold

All present and former singers, instrumentalists, those
looking for a team experience, curious types, and fence
sitters are welcome. We welcome high school students
and adults. With occasional exceptions and breaks after
Christmas and Easter, the regular weekly schedule is:
Thursday rehearsals, 7:30-9:00 pm; Sunday warm-up at
10:30 am, followed by the 11:00 am service.
There is no better way to get started than to jump in with
both feet! Don’t be bashful… new members are always
warmly welcomed.
Should you need further information and/or have further
questions, do not hesitate to speak to any choir member,
our Music Director, Christopher Smith after a service or
drop an email to music.director@kirkwoodpres.com.
Otherwise, simply show up in the sanctuary at 7:30 pm on
Thursday, September 7 and see if the choir is for you!

Thanks also to the Handbell Choir, members of the
Smaller Choir, and the members of Dominion (Bob
Gisch, Jim Lister, Dick Marvin, and Jim Wakefield).

For those who are unable to come on Thursday Night but
would like to sing, consider coming earlier on Sunday
Morning at 10:15 and Christopher Smith will be happy to
teach you the music before the rest of the choir comes at
10:30. We will start out the year with some more familiar
music to enable those who would like to come and sing on
Sunday morning.
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Kids Helping Kids
All kids of Kirkwood, get ready to help assemble
weekend food packs for hungry students at Newington
Forest Elementary during Sunday School in the
Fellowship Hall on Sunday, September 17. Donations
of boxed mac & cheese, ramen noodles, instant oatmeal,
canned chicken or tuna, cheese and crackers, and granola
bars are always welcome. Bring your items with you to
the Fellowship Hall or place them in the ECHO box
labeled Kids Helping Kids.

S.O.M.E. Sandwich Making

This month’s making of sandwiches to feed the homeless
will be in Fellowship Hall during Sunday School (9:4510:45 am) on Sunday, September 17. Donations of
bologna and sliced cheese are welcome and should be
placed in the kitchen refrigerator. Please come and join
others who are giving of their time to relieve hunger in
our metropolitan area.

Lynbrook Elementary Tutoring & Supply Drive
Would you like to make a difference in the life of a child in our area?
If so, Kirkwood will have a group tutoring students at Lynbrook Elementary
School here in Springfield. As a tutor, you will work one-on-one with a
child to complete homework assignments, read, help with math, and give
the children someone to talk with.
We are also collecting school supplies for children at Lynbrook. Anything
that you would find on an elementary school supply list is accepted, such as:
- Wide-ruled notebook paper and notebooks
- Pencils
- Elmer’s glue
- Backpacks
If you’d like to be part of this important outreach ministry,
please contact Donna Ross at joeddy@aol.com.
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ECHO Collection
This month’s communion Sunday food
collection for ECHO will be on
Sunday, September 10. As you prepare
your list for grocery shopping, please
remember to pick up a few items for
ECHO to give to the hungry in our
community. The ECHO box will be
waiting for your contributions at the
entrance to the sanctuary. Most urgent
food item needs can be found at

www.echo-inc.org

UVA Men’s Glee Club at Kirkwood

We are pleased to announce that we will once again
welcome the Men’s Glee Club from the University of
Virginia for their annual fall retreat!

The Mission Committee is accepting cash donations to
prepare Thanksgiving Baskets for some families that can
use the help. We are working with Ecumenical
Community Helping Others (ECHO) who identifies
families in need. There will be envelopes in the pews and
the donation boxes on the tables in the narthex and
commons area starting in September. Last year we
delivered 20 Thanksgiving Baskets. The congregation
donated over $2,200 for the baskets. The baskets are
comprised of boxes filled with food such as flour, sugar,
cranberry sauce, tea, potatoes, canned vegetables, gravy,
shortening, stuffing and Giant gift cards for the Turkey,
and perishables. We commit to ECHO in October for
the number of baskets we will deliver. Any donations
we receive prior to Thanksgiving over our Thanksgiving
commitment goes toward Christmas Baskets for ECHO
families.

Under the direction of Frank Albinder, the choir will sing
during our morning worship service on Sunday, October
15. Their musical offerings will be the culmination of
their retreat, which will be held at Kirkwood this
October.
This retreat has become a wonderful tradition (for them
and for us) over the past several years. As in previous
years we will provide a hearty breakfast for the Glee
Club members at Milano’s restaurant before the worship
service.
Since we no longer include this expense in our operating
budget, the Worship Committee would appreciate any
special donation you would like to offer in support of this
hospitality endeavor (the cost was $700 last year). You
can make checks payable to Kirkwood Presbyterian
Church.

The Mission committee and the Deacons invite you to
help in the delivery of the baskets on November 11. It is
a wonderful experience serving the community; please
contact Doug Amon at dla100@aol.com if you would
like to deliver a basket to a family. Watch the bulletin
and upcoming newsletters for the assembly details.

Please note in the memo line of your check – UVA Glee
Club WS-99. We hope to see you at this special morning
service on Sunday, October 15!

September Potluck
Do you have a favorite fall dish that you wait all year to make?
Bring your families and your dish to our September Potluck after worship
on Sunday, September 17 in the Fellowship Hall.
Please bring dishes to share based on the first letter of your last name:
A through L: main dishes
M through Z: side dish or dessert
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Great Volunteer Opportunities Available at ECHO Now
Have you been thinking about finding some fulfilling volunteer work? Now is a perfect time to take a look at the
opportunities ECHO offers.
ECHO (Ecumenical Community Helping Others; sponsored by Kirkwood and 24 other congregations) is an allvolunteer charity founded in 1968 providing food, household items and financial help for low-income families with
short-term emergencies in the Springfield and Burke area.
Volunteer opportunities include sorting donated clothing, packing bags of food, checking and repairing donated
appliances, counseling with clients who need help, receiving donated items at the drive-up donation door, data
entry, administrative support, and more. For additional information about volunteer opportunities, visit echoinc.org and select the “Volunteer” tab.
Adult Volunteers
Volunteering at ECHO starts by contacting ECHO’s volunteer coordinator to
discuss various opportunities and expectations. There are many different
volunteer tasks representing a wide variety of skills and interests. You can
arrange for a no-obligation visit and orientation to see what ECHO is like. Just
email Volunteer_Coordinator@echo-inc.org. Please include a phone number and
the best time to contact you.
Some tasks require being at the ECHO building at 7205 Old Keene Mill Road in
Springfield during operating hours. There are five morning shifts (Monday
through Friday, 9:30 am to 12:30 pm), three evening shifts (Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday, 7:00pm to 9:00 pm) and one Saturday morning per
month (usually the first Saturday in the month) when volunteers work in the ECHO building. Volunteers are asked
to choose one or more shifts per week or month. (Teens may only sign up to work on Wednesdays, 7 to 9 pm.)
Other tasks can be accomplished away from ECHO on a more informal schedule. There are also seasonal projects
that require only a short-term commitment.
Teen Volunteers
Teens may sign up to work on Wednesdays, 7 to 9 pm unless there is a fifth
Wednesday in a month, when there will be no teen program. There is a
maximum of 10 teens per session. Teens (ages 13-18) wishing to participate in
this program should e-mail a request to admin@echo-inc.org with the following
information: name, age, parent/guardian contact telephone number, date(s)
requested, and reason for request. ECHO will respond to requests by return email.
If you are curious about becoming part of the ECHO team, you can arrange for a
no-obligation visit and orientation to see what ECHO is like. Currently
needs exist for Clothing Room, Donation Door, and Housewares Area
volunteers. ECHO is also looking for a few adults who enjoy working with teens and who could commit one
to four Wednesday evenings a month to supervise ECHO's Teen Volunteer Program. If you enjoy selling on Ebay,
you could volunteer with ECHO’s Ebay team. Beginning with the new school year, ECHO’s School Partnership
Program will be placing mentors in local schools and organizing volunteer tutors to offer after-school help. You
can explore all volunteer possibilities at www.echo-inc.org, or by e-mailing Volunteer_Coordinator@echo-inc.org.
ECHO offers food assistance in emergency situations and has instituted a unique partnership with a local food
store to provide clients with fresh produce and milk--items ECHO does have room to store. ECHO purchases
customized $20 coupons from the store that can only be used for fresh fruits, vegetables and milk. Families who
get a food coupon along with their non-perishable food must return their receipt to ECHO. This gratifying program
has been very successful, but it is costly. Financial donations help ECHO carry out this unique program. Checks
can be mailed to ECHO Treasurer, 7205 Old Keene Mill Road, Springfield, VA 22150. Receipts and thanks are
sent to all financial donors.
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September
2
9
10
11
12
14
15
17
18
19
23
23
27

Linda Pierce Knutson
Clydette Lobred
Carin Hickey
Jackie Featherstone
Anne Myers
Bob Flory
Blake Larson
Katie Campbell
Deanna Shepherd
Erik Larson
Elizabeth Mayor
John Moose
Maggie Snyder

Sorrows:
We extend our deepest expression of Christian love
and sympathy to Linda Pierce Knutson on the death
of her husband Lee on Monday, August 28.
Special Concerns:
• Dustin & Sherri Ellington and family, mission
workers in Zambia
Health & Personal Concerns:
Bob Flory
Bob Hemm
Dick Pape
Joan Reynolds
Dani Schwalb
Linda Pierce Knutson
Deanna Johnson’s father
Abigail, daughter of Joan Reynolds’ nephew
Dick Glymph, father of Amy Jennette
Hez Spinner, brother-in-law of Clydette Lobred
Jerrold Ross, brother of Joe Ross
Please email Clydette Lobred (tclobred@aol.com)
with Prayer Ring requests and also if you would like
to update, add or remove your email address.

September
3
5
13
27

Claire & Bob Runger
Doug & Sara Amon
Jon & Merissa Larson
Warren & Karen Qualley

Office Closure
The church office will be closed on Monday, September 4 for Labor Day.

Monday, September 18 is the deadline for articles and/or photos to be included in the
October Lamplighter. Please send content to Anne at office.manager@kirkwoodpres.com
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KIRKWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
8336 Carrleigh Parkway
Springfield, VA 22152
office.manager@kirkwoodpres.com
www.kirkwoodpres.com
703-451-5320
Pastor, Rev. Larry C. Lees
pastor@kirkwoodpres.com
Director of Music
Christopher Smith
Organist/Accompanist
Hongju Lee
Office Manager
Anne Myers
Treasurer
James Lister

Hurricane Harvey Relief
Kirkwood is working in conjunction with many of the National Capital Presbytery congregations to
provide resources as quickly as possible to the victims of Hurricane Harvey. The Session invites and
encourages you to participate in a special offering during the month of September to support the
efforts of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (P.D.A.) in their on-going relief and recovery efforts due
to the impact of Hurricane Harvey. Please make checks payable to Kirkwood Presbyterian Church
and note on the memo line “P.D.A.- Harvey.”
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